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2026 Summer Scholars Program

Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute at Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children’s Hospital of Chicago is pleased to announce the 2026 Robert
Louis Katz & Manne Research Institute Summer Scholars Program. The
program provides undergraduates with experiences in research related
to childhood health and disease through the ongoing generosity of the
Robert Louis Katz Medical Research Foundation and Manne Research
Institute. The program offers competitive, paid research opportunities
with research institute investigators located within the biomedical
campus in Chicago.

Scholars spend eight or more weeks working daily with their faculty
mentor and research team during the summer. In addition, the scholars
participate in a weekly course to learn about scientific presentations and
careers in science from participating faculty members.

We are currently accepting applications for the 2026 program.
Applications are due by January 24, 2026. Award notifications will be
sent by email by the end of March. Students should utilize this faculty
book when choosing mentor preferences in the application. Applications
must be complete for program consideration.

Send questions to kmscholars@I|uriechildrens.org.



https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/research-resources/office-of-research-development/research-advancement/katz-and-manne-research-institute-summer-scholars-program/
mailto:kmscholars@luriechildrens.org
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Monica E. Bianco, MD

Attending Physician, Endocrinology,
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's
Hospital of Chicago; Assistant
Professor of Pediatrics
(Endocrinology), Northwestern
University Feinberg School of

’ Medicine

-

Dr. Bianco’s clinical interests are diabetes and childhood
obesity. Her research studies the effects of the fetal
environment on offspring health and the effects of
hyperglycemia during pregnancy on the offspring.

Dr. Bianco’s current research focus is related to different
types of childhood diabetes, with a particular focus on
type 2 diabetes and cystic fibrosis-related diabetes.

What students selected to work with Dr. Bianco should expect:
The summer scholar can expect to support some retrospective
chart reviews, help with recruiting participants, and participate in
study visits for current research projects. In addition, the scholar
will have the opportunity to shadow clinicians in the clinic, gaining
insight into patient care, and research workflows while
contributing to ongoing projects.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Endocrinology

Research Pillars: Clinical and Community Trials;
Community, Population Health, and Outcomes

Dr. Bianco’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/monica-e-bianco/

Erica Davis, PhD

Ann Marie and Francis Klocke, MD
Research Scholar, Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago;
Professor of Pediatrics (Cell and
Developmental Biology),
Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine

The vision of Dr. Davis’s research laboratory is Rare
Pediatric Genetics 3D: Understanding Rare Pediatric
Genetic Disease through Diversity, Discovery, and
Development. With an emphasis on rare syndromes such
as the ciliopathies, neurodevelopmental disorders,
craniofacial anomalies, and congenital anomalies of the
kidney and urinary tract, the three pillars of her research
program are to identify new disease genes, elucidate
underlying mechanisms, and advance therapeutic
development.

What students selected to work with Dr. Davis should expect:
The summer scholar will gain hands-on experience in the lab by
working on wet lab experiments that relate to human genetics
and molecular biology. They will also gain insight and
experience in zebrafish husbandry, microscopy techniques, and
data analysis. The scholar will have the opportunity to present
research and journal articles in weekly lab meetings and journal
clubs, building both technical skills and scientific
communication experience.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Human Molecular Genetics and Physiology
Research Pillar: Basic and Preclinical Sciences

Dr. Davis’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute
researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/erica-davis/

Carolyn Foster, MD, MS

Attending Physician, Advanced General
Pediatrics and Primary Care, Ann &
Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago; Co-Research Lead,
Telemedicine, Lurie Children's;
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
(Advanced General Pediatrics and
Primary Care), Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine

Dr. Foster is a health services researcher who focuses on
developing and evaluating health care delivery
interventions for children with medical complexity and
disability that maximizes their health outcomes and
participation within a family context. As Director of Manne
Research Institute’s Health@Home research initiative, she
helps guide evaluation of the use of emerging health
technologies across the pediatric health care continuum
with a focus on care at home. Her team conducts family-
partnered health services and clinical research with a focus
on improving health system design and devices for children
with disabling chronic conditions.

What students selected to work with Dr. Foster should expect:
Potential projects may include supporting patient and family
recruitment, conducting qualitative interviews, and assisting
with clinical data collection tasks such as placing remote
sensors. The scholar may also contribute to literature reviews
and help deploy surveys. These activities provide hands-on
experience in both participant engagement and research
methods, offering a well-rounded introduction to clinical
research.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: General Pediatrics and Primary Care/Complex
Care Program

Research Pillar: Community, Population Health, and
Outcomes

Dr. Foster’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/carolyn-c-foster/

Jami Josefson, MD
Attending Physician, Pediatric
Endocrinology, Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children's Hospital of Chicago;
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
(Endocrinology), Northwestern
University Feinberg School of
Medicine

Dr. Josefson studies maternal child health outcomes.
Her current NIH-funded study, the GROWTH Study, is
enrolling pregnant women and studying mother-child
dyads from infancy through age 2 years. Her

team conducts home visits to collect human milk and
other biospecimens and measure children's growth and
body composition. As both an independent investigator
and collaborator on multicenter studies, Dr. Josefson has
conducted clinical and translational research studies and
pregnant women and their children for more than 10
years.

What students selected to work with Dr. Josefson should expect:
The summer scholar will play an active role in the research process
by helping prepare for study visits, assisting during participant
visits and interactions, and conducting data entry. In addition, the
scholar will also identify a research question and, with the
guidance of Dr. Josefson and the research team, conduct some
data analyses, gaining hands-on experience in both the clinical and
analytical aspects of research.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Endocrinology

Research Pillars: Clinical and Community Trials;
Community, Population Health, and Outcomes

Dr. Josefson’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/jami-l-josefson/

"1* = Kyle MacQuarrie, MD, PhD

Attending Physician, Hematology,
Oncology, Neuro-Oncology, and Stem
Cell Transplant, Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children's Hospital of Chicago;
Instructor of Pediatrics, Northwestern
2 University Feinberg School of Medicine

As a pediatric oncology physician-scientist, Dr.
MacQuarrie's work is at the intersection of cancer and
normal developmental biology, primarily focusing on the
pediatric tumor rhabdomyosarcoma, as well as normal
developing muscle cells. His interest is in uncovering
elements of the biology of the tumor cells that could be
used to improve the care of children with cancer.

What students selected to work with Dr. MacQuarrie should expect:
The summer scholar will gain hands-on experience performing 'wet
lab' molecular and cellular biology experiments. The scholar will also
learn about different ongoing research projects in the lab and have a
chance to learn how to interpret data and results, developing skills in
both experimental techniques and data analysis.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Hematology, Oncology, Neuro-Oncology,
and Stem Cell Transplant

Research Pillar: Basic and Preclinical Science

Dr. MacQuarrie’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/kyle-l-macquarrie/

Ken Michelson, MD, MPH

Attending Physician, Critical Care, Ann
& Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital
of Chicago; Associate Professor of
Pediatrics (Emergency Medicine),
Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine

Dr. Michelson is most interested in emergency system
performance: How well do emergency departments care
for children? How much capacity does our system have,
and how do we maximize it? How can all emergency
departments provide outstanding care for children? He
wants to design interventions to bring pediatric expertise
to all emergency departments in the nation. Using
innovative methods, Dr. Michelson uses large healthcare
databases to understand emergency department
performance and design targeted interventions.

What students selected to work with Dr. Michelson should expect:
Summer scholar research involvement will be tailored to individual
interests, skills, and the needs of ongoing projects at the time of
program start. Activities may include conducting literature reviews,
performing retrospective chart reviews, and contributing to other
research tasks. This flexible approach ensures the scholar gains a
meaningful experience aligned with their goals while supporting
ongoing research efforts under Dr. Michelson and his team.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Emergency Medicine

Research Pillar: Community, Population Health, and
Outcomes

Dr. Michelson’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page


https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/kenneth-michelson/

Neeraj Patel, MD, MPH,

MBS

Attending Physician, Division of
Orthopaedic Surgery and Sports
Medicine, Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children's Hospital of Chicago;
Assistant Professor of Orthopaedic
Surgery, Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine

Dr. Patel is a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon specializing in
sports medicine (ACL injuries, meniscus tears, etc.). His
research focuses on clinical outcomes in pediatric
orthopaedics and sports medicine as well as health equity in
these areas. His team leads a variety of studies, from
retrospective research to multi-center, randomized clinical
trials. He conducts NIH-funded research that incorporates
community engagement and both qualitative and quantitative
approaches, through which he seeks to directly address
disparities. He also leads several prospective and retrospective
studies on orthopaedic outcomes, many of which are
multicenter.

What students selected to work with Dr. Patel should expect:
Depending on the project assigned, the summer scholar may
assist with retrospective chart reviews, conducting literature
searches, and developing surveys. In addition, the scholar will
have the chance to contribute to abstracts or manuscripts, with
the opportunity for authorship on any abstracts or manuscripts
that emerge from their research, providing valuable experience in
both research activities and scientific writing.

Quick Facts

Department: Surgery

Division: Orthopaedic Surgery

Research Pillars: Clinical and Community

Trials; Community, Population Health, and Outcomes

Dr. Patel’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute
researcher profile page
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https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/neeraj-patel/

Justin Ryder, PhD

Vice Chair of Research for the
Department of Surgery, Ann & Robert
H. Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago; Associate Professor of
Surgery and Pediatrics, Northwestern
University Feinberg School of
Medicine

Dr. Ryder's research is focused on understanding biological
mechanisms and outcomes related to treatment for
obesity. His NIH-funded research spans the continuum of
care with studies of lifestyle modification, obesity
medications, and bariatric surgery, with a goal of
examining underlying mechanisms and long-term outcome
responses. He also is an active advocate for people with
obesity, helping shape Medicaid laws in lllinois and
Minnesota to provide better access to care for those who
suffer from obesity.

What students selected to work with Dr. Ryder should expect:
Our team currently manages eight active projects funded by NIH,
industry partners, and foundations, most of which are clinical
trials with active enrollment. The summer scholar will have the
chance to observe study activities, assist with data collection and
participant recruitment, and select a unique project to focus on,
providing hands-on experience in clinical research and
contributing meaningfully to the team’s work.

Quick Facts

Department: Surgery

Division: Pediatric Surgery

Research Pillars: Clinical and Community Trials; Basic
and Preclinical Science

Dr. Ryder’s Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page
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https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/justin-ryder/

Lindsay Schwartz, MD

Attending Physician, Hematology,
Oncology, Neuro-Oncology, and Stem
. Cell Transplantation, Ann & Robert H.
| Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago;
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
' (Hematology, Oncology, and Stem Cell
/ Transplantation), Northwestern
University Feinberg School of
Medicine

Dr. Schwartz is a pediatric hematologist-oncologist specializing
in survivorship, adolescent and young adult oncology, and
behavioral health. Her research focuses on improving long-
term outcomes for cancer survivors by addressing health
behaviors such as tobacco and cannabis use. Dr Schwartz leads
CTQ-AYA (Courage to Quit for Adolescent and Young Adult
Cancer Survivors), an adapted mobile health intervention
based on Courage To Quit®, designed to support adolescent
and young adult survivors in reducing inhaled substance use
through resilience-building and psychotherapy. Her broader
work integrates outcomes research, digital health, and
survivorship care to create sustainable, patient-centered
programs.

What students selected to work with Dr. Schwartz should expect:
The summer scholar will have the opportunity to choose among
different project options within the CTQ-AYA study: assisting with
data cleaning, performing descriptive analyses, and creating
visualization of baseline survey data, or developing survivor-facing
recruitment and engagement materials (flyers, social media posts)
and tracking recruitment metrics. The summer scholar will also
contribute to dissemination efforts, such as drafting sections of an
abstract, poster, or patient-facing summary of early study findings.
The scholar will gain practical experience in research design, data
analysis, and science communication working with the study team.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Hematology, Oncology, and Stem Cell
Transplantation

Research Pillar: Clinical and Community Trials

Dr. Schwartz's Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page
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https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/lindsay-f-schwartz/
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Seema Shah, ID

Director of Research Ethics, Ann &
Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital of
Chicago; Founders' Board Chair of
Medical Ethics, Lurie Children's;
Professor of Pediatrics (Advanced
General Pediatrics and Primary Care),
Northwestern University Feinberg
School of Medicine; Professor of

Law, Northwestern University Pritzker
School of Law

Seema Shah is trained in bioethics and law, and her
research focuses on the ethics of pediatric and global
health research. She currently has projects addressing
ethical issues that are related to very early identification of
mental health risk in children, pediatric pandemic
preparedness, and shared decision-making in clinical care.

What students selected to work with Seema Shah should expect:
The summer scholar will take part in a variety of research
activities, including conducting literature reviews, assisting in
survey development, and assisting in the conduct of premortems
to plan for the success of interventions. The scholar will also help
analyze qualitative data and contribute to systematic reviews,
gaining experience in both planning and evaluating research. The
scholar will have opportunities to develop critical thinking and
research skills while collaborating closely with Shah’s team.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics

Division: Advanced General Pediatrics/SCHORE
Research Pillar: Community, Population Health, and
Outcomes

Seema Shah's Stanley Manne Children’s Research
Institute researcher profile page
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https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/researchers/seema-k-shah/

Antionette Williams, PhD

Bohnsack Laboratory, Stanley Manne
Children's Research Institute;
Assistant Research Professor of
Ophthalmology, Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago

Dr. Williams and the Bohnsack Laboratory seek to define the
molecular impact of neural crest cells—a unique multipotent
and tremendously proliferative migratory stem cell
population—on eye development to improve our mechanistic
understanding of the pathogenesis of ophthalmic diseases.
Current studies focus on neural crest cell contributions to optic
cup morphogenesis, corneal regeneration, and extracellular
matrix synthesis during anterior segment development and
retina maturation. The lab’s approach is multidisciplinary,
combining molecular, cellular, and developmental biology with
genetic manipulation, advanced microscopy, and live imaging
techniques utilizing in vivo zebrafish and in vitro cell culture
models.

What students selected to work with Dr. Williams should expect:
The summer scholar will be trained to work with wild type and
transgenic zebrafish models and understand zebrafish eye
development in the context of its similarity to that of humans. The
scholar will also conduct molecular and developmental biology
experiments, perform histological and microscopic analyses, and
generate visual formats for the creation of the ultimate data
presentation focused on simplicity, clarity, and a compelling
narrative of their research findings. Overall, the scholar should
expect to get a comprehensive experience exploring the basic
science and preclinical aspects of ophthalmic research.

Quick Facts

Department: Pediatrics
Division: Ophthalmology
Research Pillar: Basic and Preclinical Science

Bohnsack Laboratory page
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https://research.luriechildrens.org/en/basic-science/developmental-biology/bohnsack-laboratory/

Courtney Zulauf-
McCurdy, PhD

Pediatric Psychologist, The Pritzker
Department of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Health, Ann & Robert H.
Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago;
Assistant Professor Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences (Child
Psychology), Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine

i <l

Dr. Zulauf-McCurdy is a clinical pediatric psychologist who
specializes in reducing mental health disparities in early
childhood. She partners with preschools, nonprofits, and
community organizations to empower caregivers to
support the social and emotional development of our most
vulnerable children. Her current research is largely focused
on understanding how to improve teacher and family
implementation of evidenced-based interventions for child
behavior across home and preschool.

What students selected to work with Dr. Zulauf-McCurdy should expect:
The summer scholar will help analyze and disseminate mixed-method
data collected from two preschools as part of testing a new
intervention (Parent Educator Action Response, or PEAR) aimed at
improving family-teacher relationships when preschoolers exhibit
social, emotional, or behavioral concerns. This will provide the scholar
with experience in applied research and early childhood intervention
strategies.

Quick Facts

Department: Psychiatry and Behavioral Health
Research Pillar: Community, Population Health, and
Outcomes

Dr. Zulauf-McCurdy's Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's
Hospital provider profile page
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https://www.luriechildrens.org/en/doctors/zulauf-mccurdy-courtney-a/

Stanley Manne
Children’s Research Institute™

Office of Research Development

Questions? Email us at kmscholars@Iluriechildrens.org.
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